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DEVON SEWOC L . HISTORY . = SHEEP BREEDERS' SOCIETY

~ The Devon Closewool was created around the late 1800’s

*

« Ears neither long nor thin and no black spots . when Exmoor Horn sheep were crossed with the Devon
- - Longwool to produce a medium-sized sheep which proved

« Eyelids should not be pink : - very popular and expanded rapidly in numbers. The Devon =
_ ' ~ Closewool Sheep Breeders’ Society was formed in 1923 |
-+ No smuttiness or black hairs above the nose to establish and maintain the purity of the breed and to
2 - encourage its improvement and expansion. By 1950, there **
-« Nostrils should not be pink PN w were around 229,000 Devon Closewool sheep, almost all ok
: : ~ of them located in Devon making them the most numerous
-+ Teeth should not protlm@forward o ~ybreed of sheep in the county at that time, the original home
s . being Exmoor and its borders. The breed fell in to a rapid
« Teeth should be neither long nor gappy decliffe in the 60’s and 70’s with the introduction of
® vm synthetic fibres and also the push towards intensive,
- + Chest neither too narrow nor 190 1 indoor lambing which did not suit the Devon Closewool
. ﬁs = atall. Thankfully, numbers are on the rise again as flock
* Wool should not be yellow or coarse " masters recognise the importance of more sustainable,

g . Skin should show no black époté regenerative farming methods. %
« Front legs should not be bent . 3 BREED QUALITIES ﬁ

1, The Devon Closewool is a placid, amenable breed of =

"'« No brown (rusty) halrson the legs . sheep which thrives on pasture alone and is particularly ===
4 p suited to extensive management systems where its = &
ability to graze marginal, unimproved grassland makes | Ny
itthe ideal choice for low-input faming systems. They
are a dual- purpose breed providing delicious sweet
ous quantities of thick, glorious white
< 3 n be usedfor many purposes including.
i« blapkets throws, clothing and rugs. The ewes are
excellent mothers with the average lambing percenta ge
- being around 1.5% oﬁen lambing in their natural ‘
environment outdoors. Th Devon Closewool makes an 5 AL 5
 ideal starter flock due to |t’s ease of management but is | {Srenh F e AL
also farmed commercially by many farmers nationally. Ay & #
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DEVON CLOSEWOOL

FLAT ACROSS MEDIUM THICK NECK
GOOD DEPTH TO TOP OF WELL SET INTO CROWN OF HEAD
THE BODY SHOULDERS SHOULDERS COVERED IN WOOL

THICK, SHORT EARS COVERED IN
FINE WHITE HAIRS & PINK SKIN

ROUND BOLD EYE / DARK EYELID
BROAD MUZZLE

LEVEL, FIRM TOPLINE
WITH GOOD LENGTH

GOOD WIDTH &
DEPTH OF LOIN

MEDIUM-WIDE TAIL WHITE FACE

BLACK NOSTRILS WITH

GOOD LEG OF B WHITE HAIR AROUND
. MUTTON, WELL
LET DOWN SHORT, BROAD
RN TEETH SITTING
B0 UNDER TOP GUM
GOOD:SIZED )
EVEN BODY. MEDIUM
 TESTICLES/UDDER ¥ WIDTH WITH LEG
AT EACH CORNER

MEDIUM LENGTH
OF LEG el

UP ON THE PASTERNS

ALL SKIN PINK
BLACK FEET FRONT LEGS IN LINE WITH SHOULDER

FRONT LEGS - WHITEHAIR BELOW KNEES
GOOD SPRING OF RIBS

HIND LEGS - WHITE HAIR BELOW HOCKS
STRAIGHT UNDERLINE



